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Abstract: In front of the increasing importance of greenhouse gas emissions reduction required by 
European Directives and international agreements, historic buildings performance upgrade plays an 
important role in mitigating climate change. However, historic buildings are still excluded from deep 
renovation activities and a balance between historic values and environmental sustainability is yet to be 
found. If environmental certification represents a key strategy for promoting and improving energy 
efficiency, environmental quality, rational use of resources, and design innovation, the definition of 
methodologies and tools for orienting the conservation and adaptation process towards high 
performance levels can allow heritage buildings to play a relevant role in global reduction of energy use 
and CO2 emission, while maintaining their unique features. To this regard, the paper presents GBC Historic 
Building®, a new assessment method developed by the Green Building Council of Italy and derived from 
the widely adopted standard Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®). The new rating 
system evaluates the sustainability level of conservation-related activities on pre-industrial buildings 
subject to major renovation through a holistic and transparent approach.  
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1. Introduction 
The combination between the preservation of heritage values and the overall performance upgrading of 
historic buildings still represent a critical issue and a challenging activity in Europe. The target of a 
widespread deep renovation of the existing building stock, i.e. beyond minimum energy performance 
requirements (European Parliament and Council, 2012), necessarily entails the definition of effective 
methodologies for addressing also the historic heritage, which represents an important asset in Europe. 
To this regard, environmental certification is a key issue for improving energy efficiency, environmental 
quality, rational use of resources and design innovation, allowing transparency during all the process’ 
phases and the environmental management in buildings, while preserving the buildings’ cultural identity. 
To tackle this issue, the Green Building Council of Italy has worked for the promotion of a dialogue 
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between the sustainability criteria and the knowledge of the conservation world, developing a new tool 
called GBC Historic Building® for the voluntary certification of the sustainability level of conservation, 
rehabilitation and adaptation of historic buildings (Green Building Council Italia, 2014). The tool is 
developed on LEED® 2009 Italia Nuove Costruzioni e Ristrutturazioni (Green Building Council Italia, U.S. 
Green Building Council, 2011), a local version of one LEED® rating system, which, although potentially 
applicable to historic buildings, does not consider the valorisation of heritage values through a design 
activity compliant with the preservation principles. 

2. When to use GBC Historic Building® 
In the new rating system, a ‘historic building’ is a construction which represents a “material witness having 
the force of civilisation” (Franceschini et al., 1967) characterised by a pre-industrial building process (in 
terms of phases, tasks and operators), pre-industrial materials and construction techniques (spontaneous 
and local) and pre-industrial technical elements. The threshold between a pre-industrial and an 
industrialised process in Europe is, conventionally, 1945, the year when the massive and widespread post-
war reconstruction activity begun, leading to the deep transformation of the building sector in terms of 
materials, technologies and techniques. Therefore, the existing building aiming at the certification must 
have been built before 1945 for at least 50% of the existing technical elements. In order to assess whether 
the building fits the scope of the rating system’s field of application, a new information form has been 
developed, namely the ‘Historic Building Identity Card’ (Boarin, Guglielmino, & Zuppiroli, 2014). In case 
the building was built after 1945 but demonstrates the above-mentioned pre-industrial features and has 
recognised cultural heritage value, the rating system is applicable. If the building was built before 1945 
for a portion of less than 50% of the existing technical elements, the already existing rating systems of the 
LEED® or GBC® family can be adopted.  

The protocol can be used for projects seeking a range of intervention degrees, from conservation to 
renovation (according to the definitions provided in Douglas, 2006). Demolition and reconstruction of 
copies of existing or former structures are out of the scope of the protocol as they are, by all means, a 
new construction. In all cases, the main goal of the process must be the major renovation, defined as 
action that involves significant elements of HVAC systems and the renewal or functional reorganization of 
interior spaces, considering a building envelope’s performance improvement consistent with the 
preservation of the heritage, architectural, and construction features. 

Further to the criteria above and similarly to the LEED® process, the project must demonstrate 
compliance with a list of Minimum Project Requirements (MPRs), i.e. minimum characteristics that a 
project must possess in order to be eligible for certification (Green Building Council Italia, 2016).  

3. Methodology 
The development of the new rating system started in 2012 when the Green Building Council (GBC) of Italy 
highlighted that the gap in the application of the European Directive 2012/27/EU (European Parliament 
and Council, 2012) to traditional and heritage buildings could actually become an important opportunity 
for the building sector in Italy, where the building conservation represents a significant asset. In order to 
combine the theoretical knowledge and the professional practice together, the GBC of Italy activated a 
Technical Advisory Group (TAG) formed by representatives of the Italian Universities and the building 
sector, who worked in co-ordination with the technical and certification groups of the Italian association. 
The activities were developed through the following phases: 
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 Phase 1: analysis of GBC of Italy’s already existing rating system for major renovations, i.e. LEED® 
2009 Italia Nuove Costruzioni e Ristrutturazioni; 

 Phase 2: analysis, during the public ballot period, of the new version of the LEED® protocols for 
major renovations released by the U.S. Green Building Council (LEED® v4), in order to evaluate 
the possible integration of new credits or new approaches into GBC Historic Building®; 

 Phase 3: assessment of preliminary case studies with the existing LEED® NC 2009 Italia and 
definition of applicable (also with modifications and/or integrations) and non-applicable credits; 

 Phase 4: research and development of new prerequisites and credits; in parallel, implementation 
and/or modification of existing credits;  

 Phase 5: credit weighting of the new protocol, based on the priorities highlighted during the gap 
analysis process (phase 3); publication of the rating system’s short version; 

 Phase 6: development of the new supporting tools and information forms for demonstrating the 
project compliance to the rating system and development of the certification process; publication 
of the rating system’s long version; application for case studies is open; 

 Phase 7: publication of the rating system’s long version with errata and addenda; application for 
full certification is open; preparation of educational activities for accredited professionals and 
accredited inspectors. 

During the gap analysis (phase 3), LEED® NC 2009 Italia has been used for the complete assessment of 
three preliminary case studies that were considered representative of the new targeted field of 
application from the historical, architectural, technological and environmental point of view. This 
evaluation has defined strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of the existing tool, in terms of 
relevance and applicability of the existing prerequisites and credits, on one side, and related to the 
existing certification process, on the other side, including the accredited professionals and inspectors to 
be trained and the integrative documentation to be prepared. During the gap analysis, the evaluation of 
a preliminary possible convergence towards the v4 version released at the time by the U.S. Green Building 
Council was also done. Another relevant result of this phase was the definition of credits that are not 
applicable to heritage buildings (and therefore to be deleted), mainly because they are related to the 
construction of new buildings and their connections with the surrounding environment. 

As result, the TAG highlighted that principle, objectives and procedures for delivering a sustainable 
conservation process for the historic heritage were not completely addressed by the existing tool and 
that, in many cases, an adjustment and/or implementation of the existing credits was needed. The 
development of a brand new category (namely ‘Historic Value’) resulted from this review, aiming at 
collecting all the requirements related to the fulfilment of conservation principles within the building 
process, with particular attention to the acknowledgement of heritage values as sustainability criteria. 
This approach conveys the interpretation of the conservation activity as “methodological moment in 
which a work of art is appreciated in its material form and its historical and aesthetic duality for its 
transmission to the future” (Brandi, 1963), thus becoming a sustainable ‘action’ itself and therefore 
assessable through tools and methods pertaining to the sustainability context (such as LEED®). 

4. Credit weightings 
All the LEED® protocols are structured on the basis of a maximum achievable score of 110 points (100 
points as sum of the scores assigned to the credit of thematic areas Historic Value, Sustainable Sites, 
Water Efficiency, Energy and Atmosphere, Materials and Resources and Indoor Environmental Quality, to 
which further 10 points allocated to areas thematic Innovation in Design and Regional Priority are added). 
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In order to allocate new points to the ‘Historic Value’ category, a revision of the scores assigned to each 
existing credit has been done, according to the results of the assessment conducted during the gap 
analysis. All aspects of the historic building that could be evaluated through existing credits, even in case 
of their partial applicability, were integrated through additions or modifications, in order to preserve the 
existing structure and language as much as possible. The new credits allocated in the ‘Historic Value’ 
category used the 9 points coming from those non-applicable existing credits in LEED® NC 2009 Italia. 
Besides, since the relevance of this new credits for the promotion of a sustainable conservation process 
and for the field of application, it was decided to give the area a high impact within the overall 
certification, i.e. the 20% (equal to 20 points) of the total points available, excluding the topic Innovation 
in Design and Regional Priority (therefore, 18.2% considering the whole rating system). Further to the first 
allocation of points, all existing credits were proportionally decreased and rounded in order to achieve 
the targeted number of points for the new category. The comparison between the allocation of points 
and distribution of weightings in the reference tool and in GBC Historic Building® is shown in Table 1.  

Table 1: Comparison between the allocation of points and weightings for each topic in LEED® NC 2009 
Italia and in GBC Historic Building®. 

Topic LEED® NC 2009 Italia GBC Historic Building® 
Points  

per topic 
Topic Weightings  

[%] 
Points  

per topic 
Topic Weightings  

[%] 
Historic Value (HV) N/A N/A 20 18.2 
Sustainable Sites (SS) 26 23.6 13 11.8 
Water Efficiency (WE) 10 9.1 8 7.3 
Energy and Atmosphere (EA) 35 31.8 29 26.4 
Materials and Resources (MR) 14 12.7 14 12.7 
Indoor Environmental Quality (IEQ) 15 13.6 16 14.5 
Innovation in Design (ID) 6 5.5 6 5.5 
Regional Priority (RP) 4 3.6 4 3.6 
Total 110 100% 110 100% 

5. Structure of the rating system and topics 
The following paragraphs introduce the structure and contents of all the categories of the new rating 
system, showing the allocation of points, the eligibility of the credits for one extra point for Exemplary 
Performance (EP) and highlighting the type of activity on the existing LEED® NC 2009 Italia rating tool, i.e.:  

 development of new prerequisites/credits; 
 revision (major or minor) of existing prerequisites/credits; 
 confirmation of existing prerequisites/credits. 

5.1 Topic ‘Historic Value’ (HV) 

‘Historic Value’ (HV) is the main innovation in GBC Historic Building® and the prerequisite and all credits 
are brand new (Table 2).  

The prerequisite’s aim is to acknowledge and identify the historic building’s heritage value through 
the analysis of its features and its transformations across the time. In particular, it requires evidences 
regarding the multiple construction phases and different uses, structures, materials, construction 
techniques, on-going deterioration processes and both historic and non-historic comfort systems.  
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The group of credits related to the advanced analyses are oriented towards the in-depth assessment 
of the building’s state-of-the-art from the energy, materials, degradation and structural point of view. 
Reversibility and compatibility, two milestones of preservation together with minimum intervention, 
represent an important aspect of this topic. Particularly, the compatibility principle is addressed in its 
intangible and tangible connotations: the first, in terms of compatibility of the new use and positive effects 
on the community provided by the access to the building; the second, in terms of compatibility of the new 
integrated mortars and structural improvement.  

The topic HV also includes one credit related to the sustainable management of the building site, 
aiming at reducing the negative impacts that could potentially affect the different environmental 
components and surrounding communities, also improving the awareness and communication on the 
site’s heritage value. Furthermore, the inclusion of one credit regarding the future maintenance plan 
contributes to the reduction of costs on a long-term period, helping the improved performances and 
quality achieved to be maintained.  

The last credit awards the collaboration of a Specialist in the preservation of buildings and sites, a 
professional figure with accreditation and/or expertise in the field, who can help the design team in the 
definition of strategies that are as much sustainable and compatible as possible with the historic building. 

Table 2: List of prerequisite and credits of the topic ‘Historic Value’. 

Prerequisite/Credit Points Eligibility for EP Type of credit 
Prerequisite 1 – Preliminary analysis Mandatory Not eligible New 
Credit 1.1 – Advanced analysis: energy audit 1-3 points Not eligible New 
Credit 1.2 – Advanced analysis: diagnostic tests on materials 
and deterioration 

2 points Not eligible New 

Credit 1.3 – Advanced analysis: diagnostic tests on structures 
and structural monitoring 

2-3 points Not eligible New 

Credit 2 – Project reversibility 1-2 points Eligible New 
Credit 3.1 – Compatibility of the new use and open community 1-2 points Eligible New 
Credit 3.2 – Chemical and physical compatibility of mortars 1-2 points Not eligible New 
Credit 3.3 – Structural compatibility 2 points Not eligible New 
Credit 4 – Sustainable building site 1 point Eligible New 
Credit 5 – Scheduled maintenance plan 2 points Not eligible New 
Credit 6 – Specialist in preservation of buildings and sites 1 point Not eligible New 
Maximum total points allocated to the topic 20 points - - 

5.2. Topic ‘Sustainable Sites’ (SS) 

This topic addresses the environmental aspects related to the place where the historic building is located, 
with a focus on the environmental concerns related to building landscape, hardscape and exterior building 
issues. The prerequisite is aimed at the reduction of pollution from construction activities in order to 
guarantee health and comfort for the people inhabiting the building or the vicinity during all the 
construction phases. The removal of pollution and hazardous materials from the building site are 
important activities addressed within the credits, as well as the recovering of open spaces, previously 
saturated or paved, and altered historic gardens. The group of credits related to alternative transportation 
encourage multimodal transportation choices or otherwise reduced motor vehicle use, thereby reducing 
greenhouse gases, air pollution, and other environmental and public health harms associated with motor 
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vehicle use. The integration of effective strategies to control, reduce and treat stormwater runoff and the 
minimization of heat islands effects are other important intents, together with the reduction of light 
pollution. Table 3 shows the list of prerequisite and credits. 

Table 3: List of prerequisite and credits of the topic ‘Sustainable Sites’. 

Prerequisite/Credit Points Eligibility for EP Type of credit 
Prerequisite 1 – Construction activity pollution prevention Mandatory Not eligible Confirmed 
Credit 1 – Brownfield redevelopment 2 points Not eligible Major revision 
Credit 2.1 – Alternative transportation: public transportation 
access 

1 point Eligible Minor revision 

Credit 2.2 – Alternative transportation: bicycle storage and 
changing rooms 

1 point Eligible Minor revision 

Credit 2.3 – Alternative transportation: low-emitting and fuel-
efficient vehicles 

1 point Eligible Minor revision 

Credit 2.4 – Alternative transportation: parking capacity 1 point Eligible Minor revision 
Credit 3 – Site development: open spaces recovery 2 points Eligible Major revision 
Credit 4 – Stormwater design: quantity and quality control 2 points Not eligible Major revision 
Credit 5 – Heat island effect: non-roof and roof 2 point Eligible Major revision 
Credit 6 – Light pollution reduction 1 point Not eligible Confirmed 
Maximum total points allocated to the topic 13 points - - 

5.3. Topic ‘Water Efficiency’ (WE) 

Through this topic, in addition to the reduction of water consumption, it is possible to enhance the 
contribution of pre-industrial devices for stormwater collection and management, through their 
conservation or renovation, as well as to improve the efficiency of fountains and other water amenities 
in outdoor spaces. A brand new credit on water metering (U.S. Green Building Council, 2013) was 
included, supporting water management and identifying opportunities for additional water savings by 
tracking water consumption. Table 4 shows the list of prerequisite and credits. 

Table 4: List of prerequisite and credits of the topic ‘Water Efficiency’. 

Prerequisite/Credit Points Eligibility for EP Type of credit 
Prerequisite 1 – Water use reduction Mandatory Not eligible Confirmed 
Credit 1 – Water efficient landscaping 1-3 points Not eligible Major revision 
Credit 2 – Water use reduction 1-3 points Eligible Confirmed 
Credit 3 – Water metering 1-2 points Eligible New 
Maximum total points allocated to the topic 8 points - - 

5.4. Topic ‘Energy and Atmosphere’ (EA) 

One of the innovative aspects of GBC Historic Building® is the consideration that energy efficiency and 
retrofit process represent a form of protection of the historical building (Carbonara, 2015) and not a 
change in the building’s original material consistency. This category is based on the principle of building 
performance improvement compared to a reference condition, rather than an adaption to pre-defined 
and fixed performance levels. In fact, any improvement is an important step towards the energy 
consumption and greenhouse gases emissions reduction and towards the improvement of comfort 
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conditions. This approach allows greater opportunities in terms of range of intervention on the historic 
building. Commissioning is another important awarded measure to meet the owner’s project 
requirements for energy, water, indoor environmental quality and durability, with further opportunities 
for the commissioning of the building envelope. The category also promotes the integration of renewable 
energy sources produced on-site or resulting from certified off-site green energy production. Moreover, 
measurements and verification of the consumption during operation and refrigerant management are 
also awarded. Table 5 shows the list of prerequisite and credits. 

Table 5: List of prerequisite and credits of the topic ‘Energy and Atmosphere’. 

Prerequisite/Credit Points Eligibility for EP Type of credit 
Prerequisite 1 – Fundamental commissioning of building 
energy systems 

Mandatory Not eligible Confirmed 

Prerequisite 2 – Minimum energy performance Mandatory Not eligible Minor revision 
Prerequisite 3 – Fundamental refrigerant management Mandatory Not eligible Confirmed 
Credit 1 – Optimize energy performance 1-17 points Eligible Minor revision 
Credit 2 – Renewable energies 1-6 point Eligible New 
Credit 3 – Enhanced commissioning 2 points Eligible Minor revision 
Credit 4 – Enhanced refrigerant management 1 point Not eligible Confirmed 
Credit 5 – Measurement and verification 3 points Not eligible Confirmed 
Maximum total points allocated to the topic 29 points - - 

5.5. Topic ‘Materials and Resources’ (MR) 

This credit category focuses on minimizing the embodied energy and other impacts associated with the 
extraction, processing, transport, maintenance and disposal of building materials, while enhancing the 
building’s original features. The requirements are designed to support a life-cycle approach that improves 
performance and promotes resource efficiency both for the retrofitted building and its improvements or 
new volumes, when relevant. The prerequisite on the collection and storage of recyclable is new, but it is 
founded on pre-existing GBC-related rating system. The prerequisite and credit regarding the building 
reuse derive from the previous credits, but their structure has been changed and it is now based on the 
‘Historic Building Identity Card’ form (Boarin et al., 2014). The brand new credit on building product 
environmental optimisation is based on the Environmental Product Declaration (EPD) or on the Life Cycle 
Assessment approach and it has been added to promote a positive market transformation in the 
production of materials used for conservation purposes. Table 6 shows the list of prerequisite and credits. 

Table 6: List of prerequisite and credits of the topic ‘Materials and Resources’. 

Prerequisite/Credit Points Eligibility for EP Type of credit 
Prerequisite 1 – Storage and collection of recyclables Mandatory Not eligible Confirmed 
Prerequisite 2 – Demolition and construction waste 
management 

Mandatory Not eligible New 

Prerequisite 3 – Building reuse Mandatory Not eligible New 
Credit 1 – Building reuse: maintaining existing technical 
element and finishing 

3 points Not eligible Major revision 

Credit 2 – Demolition and construction waste management 1-2 points Not eligible Minor revision 
Credit 3 – Materials reuse 1-2 points Eligible Minor revision 
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Credit 4 – Building product environmental optimization 1-5 points Eligible New 
Credit 5 – Regional materials 1-2 points Eligible Minor revision 
Maximum total points allocated to the topic 14 points - - 

5.6. Topic ‘Indoor Environmental Quality’ (IEQ) 

The achievement of high indoor comfort levels can sometimes be very complex for historic buildings, due 
to the presence of decorated surfaces or high artistic and heritage values that do not allow any substantial 
interventions on the technical elements. For this reason, the compliance with the requirements can be 
achieved through a dual approach: the first allows a higher degree of preservation and is more suitable 
for buildings with higher heritage values or special character; the second is oriented towards the 
achievement of high levels of comfort and is more suitable for buildings with a higher potential in terms 
of renovation. The improvement of indoor air quality through ventilation, the management of indoor air 
contaminants, the use of low-emitting materials and products and the occupants’ possibility to control 
comfort conditions are the fundamentals of this credit category and can be pursued through the dual 
approach mentioned above. Table 7 shows the list of prerequisite and credits. 

Table 7: List of prerequisite and credits of the topic ‘Indoor Environmental Quality’. 

Prerequisite/Credit Points Eligibility for EP Type of credit 
Prerequisite 1 – Minimum indoor air quality performance (IAQ) Mandatory Not eligible Major revision 
Prerequisite 1 – Environmental Tobacco Smoke (ETS) control Mandatory Not eligible Confirmed 
Credit 1 – Indoor air monitoring 2 points Not eligible Major revision 
Credit 2 – Minimum outdoor air delivery assessment 2 points Not eligible Major revision 
Credit 3.1 – Construction indoor air quality management plan: 
during construction 

1 point Not eligible Minor revision 

Credit 3.2 – Construction indoor air quality management plan: 
before occupancy 

1 point Not eligible Minor revision 

Credit 4.1 – Low-emitting materials: adhesives and sealants, 
cement-based materials and timber finishes 

1 point Not eligible Minor revision 

Credit 4.2 – Low-emitting materials: paints and coatings 1 point Not eligible Minor revision 
Credit 4.3 – Low-emitting materials: flooring systems 1 point Not eligible Minor revision 
Credit 4.4 – Low-emitting materials: composite wood and 
agrifiber products 

1 point Not eligible Minor revision 

Credit 5 – Indoor chemical and pollutant source control 1 point Not eligible Major revision 
Credit 6.1 – Controllability of systems: lighting 1 point Not eligible Minor revision 
Credit 6.2 – Controllability of systems: thermal comfort 1 point Not eligible Minor revision 
Credit 7.1 – Thermal comfort: design 1 point Not eligible Minor revision 
Credit 7.2 – Thermal comfort: verification 2 points Not eligible Minor revision 
Maximum total points allocated to the topic 16 points - - 

5.7. Topic ‘Innovation in Design’ (ID) 

The objective of this category is to recognize projects for innovative building features, sustainable building 
practices and strategies during the conservation process, also rewarding excellence in case of 
performance that greatly exceeds those required by the credits within the other categories. Table 8 shows 
the list of prerequisite and credits. 
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Table 8: List of prerequisite and credits of the topic ‘Innovation in Design’. 

Prerequisite/Credit Points Eligibility for EP Type of credit 
Credit 1 – Innovation in design 1-5 points Not eligible Confirmed 
Credit 2 – GBC Historic Building Accredited Professional 1 point Not eligible Minor revision 
Maximum total points allocated to the topic 6 points - - 

5.8. Topic ‘Regional Priority’ (RP) 

To encourage design teams to focus on regionalism, GBC Italia has identified some credits of the rating 
system for each of the three climate zones groups of the Italian territory. If achieved, these credits are 
rewarded extra points because of their importance for reducing environmental impacts at the local level. 
As example, EA Credit 1 – Optimize energy performance is eligible to one extra point Regional Priority for 
cold zones. Table 9Table 7 shows the list of prerequisite and credits. 

Table 9: List of prerequisite and credits of the topic ‘Regional Priority’. 

Prerequisite/Credit Points Eligibility for EP Type of credit 
Credit 1 – Regional priority 1-4 points Not eligible Minor revision 
Maximum total points allocated to the topic 4 points - - 

6. Certification process 
The certification process is based on the verification of conformity by an accredited third-party 
organisation. Each prerequisite and credit has a dedicated form to be used to describe and demonstrate 
the compliance of both the design and construction activities with the rating tool’s requirements. All 
forms are to be completed by the design and construction team and contain a list of the information 
required by the accredited third-party organisation, in order to complete the verification on the design 
project and on the building site. The certification path includes the following phases: 

 registration of the project and certification contract between the GBC of Italy and the applicant; 
 design compliance verification by the accredited third-party organisation through qualified 

inspectors; 
 construction compliance verification, including site inspection by the accredited third-party 

organisation through qualified inspectors; 
 final review by the GBC of Italy; 
 assessment of the certification level and release of the certification by the GBC of Italy. 

At the end of the certification path, if all prerequisites and a minimum number of credits are achieved, 
the certification is reached. The sum of the achieved points defines the level of certification attainable, 
according to the following scale: “Certified”, 40 to 49 points earned; “Silver”, 50 to 59 points earned; 
“Gold”, 60 to 79 points earned; “Platinum”, above 80 points earned. 

7. Conclusions and future research 
GBC Historic Building® is a new Italian assessment tool that responds to the gap of legislation related to 
the improvement of environmental performances of heritage architecture.  The holistic approach, typical 
of the LEED® and LEED®-based systems, allows the achievement of a balance between the different 
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requirements related to energy efficiency, environmental sustainability, indoor comfort and historic 
values. To this regard, the benefit of a clearly defined new category that collects the conservation-related 
prerequisite and credits lays in its flexibility, as it could be potentially adopted for other rating tools aiming 
at the environmental sustainability assessment of heritage buildings, but with a different field of 
application. It is the case of the future adaptation of another existing tool within the GBC ‘family’, i.e. GBC 
Home® that will be implemented and merged together with the current version of GBC Historic Building® 
in order to have a complete reference guide.  

GBC Historic Building® is now available for the Italian market only, but future activities will evaluate 
its applicability out of the Italian boundaries, at a European level (regional) and at an international level 
(global). A possible approach to be investigated for the international adaptation could be the Alternative 
Compliance Paths (ACPs), i.e. additional options or approaches to the credits that address unique project 
needs, making the tool more flexible and applicable for projects outside Italy. The ACP approach is 
currently used by USGBC for projects outside US. 

GBC Historic Building® is currently collecting the feedback from the first two registered case studies (a 
rural house in the countryside of the Province of Cuneo and a palazzo in the city centre of Turin, both in 
the North of Italy), which will help the validation process, and has seen the registration of the first pilot 
project willing to achieve full certification, targeting the ‘Gold’ level. The pilot project is the MEIS, the 
National Museum of the Italian Jewish Culture and of the Shoah, to be placed in a former prison in the 
historic centre of the UNESCO city of Ferrara, Northern Italy. The building, built in 1912 and abandoned 
in 1992, will host an exhibition space, a library and educational spaces and will be funded by the Italian 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities and Tourism. 
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